Press Release - “Spotlight on Talent” Competition – application deadline approaches!	 
					Contact Person:  
Barbara Friedman 352-424-0135
					Spotlight@heritagearts.org 

We are contacting you with information about this upcoming event in two forms – a long, detailed press release and the following shorter, bulleted one with vital facts that should not be omitted in case of shortening the copy for space reasons.  At our website you can find additional information and download your choice of labeled photographs in .jpg form – go to heritagearts.org, then News/Press Room/Spotlight on Talent.  Please use as much as you can – this is a HUGE popular event involving hundreds of area students.  We need your help to see that the word gets out soon!   Please use at a minimum this information:

· 43rd year of regional performing arts competition “Spotlight on Talent” for young people through high school seniors.
· Deadline for entering is Thurs., Feb. 12, 2026.  Applications available online at heritagearts.org. 
· Auditions will be on Feb. 28, 2026, and 2 final shows on March 28, 2026.  Big announcement!  New location this year – both are held at the IPAC theater on the campus of Cypress Creek High.
· Also – because of the renewal of  a grant from Suncoast Credit Union TWO $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors who are Pasco County residents with highest scores from the judges.  In May TWO more $1,000 scholarships will go to graduates talented in the visual arts.
· Participants also vie for an additional $4,000 in trophies, ribbons and cash prizes.
· All types & styles of performing talents are accepted, both as solos & in groups.
· Panels of paid, professional judges will select finalists/winners in several age categories and the Pasco senior scholarships.
· Contact exec. producer with any questions at spotlight@heritagearts.org, or 352-424-0135, and more information at heritagearts.org .
· Community sponsors needed – contact producer.
					 
